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  FIRST (SCOTS) SERMONS 
        “Life Abundant” 

        Scripture Lessons: Deuteronomy 30:15-20; John 10:1-16 

    This sermon was preached by 

  The Rev. Dr. Todd B. Jones on September 24, 2023, 

   our special Parramore Sunday at  

             First (Scots) Presbyterian Church 

      in Charleston, SC  Carolina. 

 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God[a] that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, 
walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and 
become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to 
possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow down to other 
gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in 
the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you 
and your descendants may live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for 
that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to 
your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 
 
John 10:1-16 

10 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from 
him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, 
but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before 
me[a] are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by 
me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, who 
is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 
away, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.  
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The Rev. Dr. Todd B. Jones invites you to listen to the sermon online. 
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