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SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 8:45 & 11:15 A.M. SERVICES

THE VISION OF GOD

PRELUDE “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” Paul Manz
“People, Look East” Wayne L. Wold
Organ (8:45)
“We Three Kings” arr. Valerie Stephenson
“Let Heaven and Earth Sing Gloria” Dan R. Edwards

Handbell Choir (11:15)

(May the beginning of the prelude serve as a call to silent meditation and prayer.
You are welcome to use this time to mark your attendance in the pew friendship pads.)

WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP The Rev. Dr. L. Holton Siegling, Jr.

MINUTE FOR MISSION Open Door Ministry Rob Dillon
TPASSING OF THE PEACE

CHORAL INTROIT “Rejoice in the Lord Always” K. Lee Scott
Katherine Clarkson, soprano; Timmi Winston, mezzo-soprano (8:45)
Kirk Choir (11:15)
1CALL TO WORSHIP The Rev. Dr. James T. Rogers

One: On this Advent morning, we gather to worship the God whose power bends low, who lifts up the
bowed down, opens the eyes of the blind, and brings good news to the poor.

All: Our hope is not in princes or earthly power, but in the Lord our God, who keeps faith forever.

One: As John once sent messengers to ask, “Are You the One?” Christ answers still: “The blind see, the lame
walk, the dead are raised, and the poor receive good news.”

All: We come to behold the Light that shines in the darkness,

One: to worship the One whose love serves the powerless.

All: Come, let us adore Christ the Lord, our Light, our Hope, and our Love!

TPROCESSIONAL HYMN “Comfort, Comfort You My People” Hymn No. 3

PRAYER OF ADORATION
THE CONFESSION OF SIN

CALL TO CONFESSION (A pause for silent confession follows.)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Merciful God, You lift up the lowly and call us to do the same. Yet, we often place our trust
in earthly power rather than in Your steadfast love. We seek our own comfort instead of
helping our neighbors and are slow to recognize their needs. We hoard what You have
given us instead of sharing freely. Forgive us, O Lord. By Your Spirit, shape us into the
likeness of Christ, so that we may use our strength to serve, our resources to give generously,
and our lives to witness to the One who became poor for our sake, Jesus the Christ, in whose
name we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

TGLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.



LIGHTING OF THE LOVE CANDLE AND ADVENT WREATH Madeline, Stephanie & Ben Hess Family

CHILDREN’S HYMN “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

Infant hoby, Infant lowly, for His bed a cattle stally
Oxcen lowing, little knowing Christ the Babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging Angels singing, Noels ringing, Tidings bringing: Christ the Babe is Lord of all.
Flocks were sleeping; Shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new.
Saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a Gospel true.
Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, praises voicing Greet the morrow: Christ the Babe was born for you.

THE WORD OF GOD

THE TIME WITH CHILDREN
THE WORD ENACTED The Sacrament of Baptism (11:15)

THE TIME FOR TEENS
(Children through 5 years old may be dismissed to the Massie Building for Children’s Church.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Anne Smith (8:45)
Julie Cannell (11:15)

THE WORD READ Old Testament: Isaiah 61:1-3 (pew Bible, page 603)
New Testament: Matthew 11:2-11 (pew Bible, page 792)

One: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

THE WORD PROCLAIMED “POWER THAT BENDS LOW” The Rev. Dr. L. Holton Siegling, Jr.

THE RESPONSE TO THE WORD

1THE APOSTLES’ CREED (unison)

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, and in Jesus Christ, his
only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into Hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into Heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

THYMN OF REFLECTION “What Child Is This” Hymn No. 53

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER The Rev. Dr. James T. Rogers

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

(As the offering plates are passed down each aisle, we celebrate those who contribute through various means,
including electronically, by texting FIRSTSCOTS to 73256, or by scanning the QR code on the bulletin insert.)

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” arr. Lloyd Larson
Katherine Clarkson, soprano; Tinmi Winston, mezzo-soprano (8:45)
“In the Bleak Midwinter” Harold Drake

Kirk Choir (11:15)



+DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Hymn No. 592

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here belowy
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

TPRAYER OF DEDICATION

tHYMN OF COMMITMENT “Arise, Your Light is Come!” Hymn No. 411
TCHARGE AND BENEDICTION The Rev. Dr. L. Holton Siegling, Jr.
TBENEDICTION RESPONSE “Amen” Danish
TPOSTLUDE Fantasy on ‘“Veni, Emmanuel” Robert J. Powell

Large print hymnals and assisted listening devices are available upon request.

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM will be administered during today’s service to Jane Porter Higginbotham,
daughter of Page Wise & Clark Higginbotham and granddaughter of Holly & Jerry Wise.
Jane will be baptized by The Rev. Dr. James T. Rogers.
Elder Elizabeth Riddle will deliver a prayer of dedication.

If you feel the Spirit of God moving you to affirm your faith in Jesus, please speak to a pastor
following the service or contact them this week at the church.

OUR SERVICE OF WORSHIP EXTENDS BEYOND THE WALLS OF THE SANCTUARY
in the form of video recording and live streaming. Your presence with us today signifies consent
to the possibility that your image may be included as part of our media broadcast.

FIRST (SCOTS) HISTORY TOURS
Please join us for a guided tour and brief history of First (Scots) following the conclusion of worship.

Please come and meet your docent at the harpsichord following the service for a 10-15 minute tour.
Today’s docents are Jon Carter (8:45) and David Warren (11:15).

HANDBELL RINGERS:
Elizabeth MacAnally, Candace Brace, Helen Reid, Caroline Barnes,
Anne Smith, Anne Lewis, Norma Wilhoit-Sandlin

ASSISTING WITH THE SERVICE TODAY

8:45 A.M. GREETER: COFFEE GREETER: 11:15 A.M. GREETERS:
Ryan Glenn Ben O’Dell Clarissa McKenzie, John Marko, Jr.
8:45 A.M. USHERS: 11:15 A.M. USHERS:
David Hay (Captain), Henry Hay III, Henry Hay 1V, Amelia White (Captain), Janice Culp, Jay White,
Walker Avant, John White, Sr., Jayne Wilkins Daniel McClam, Martha Jones, Meredith Mason
8:45 A.M. DEACONS: 11:15 A.M. DEACONS:
Matthew Thomas (Lead Deacon), Ginger Liner John White, St. (Lead Deacon), Carolyn Gildersleeve
8:45 A.M. BEADLE: 11:15 A.M. BEADLE:
Regina Yost Greg Robinson
8:45 A.M. LAY READER: 11:15 A.M. LAY READER:
Anne Smith Julie Cannell
8:45 A.M. BELL RINGER: MEDIA MINISTRY: 11:15 A.M. LAY READERS:
Elaine Neff Matt Bucknam Kenneth & Matt Johnson

ELDER ON CALL: (December 15 - 21) - Byron Frick (843) 543-7144
DEACON ON CALL: (December 15 - 21) - Ben O’Dell (843) 680-9488
PASTOR ON CALL: (December 15 - 21) - The Rev. Dr. Holton Siegling (865) 456-2235






The Longest Night Service

Those who walk with Christ will
neveriwalkialone
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Complimentary supper served in
Molly Wier Hall at 6 p.m.

OPEN DOOR MINISTRY

The Evangelism Committee has an immediate need for
volunteers to serve as hosts in our sanctuary on Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons through the winter and spring months
— individuals, couples, friends, teams, young and old. No
special knowledge of the church or its history is required. All
that is required is a warm heart and the spirit to carry that
warmth to the world. Do you hear the call? Contact Rob
Dillon at 843-670-8002 or DillonR@fwgna.org. “Behold, 1
have set before thee An Open Door, and no man can shut it”

(cf. Rev 3:8)

WORLD MISSION UPDATE

Thanks to the generous support of the First Scots
congregation, the World Mission Committee has been able to
extend meaningful assistance to those recovering from the
devastation of Hurricane Melissa. At its most recent meeting,
the committee approved a $6,000 gift to Samaritan’s Purse to
aid relief efforts in western Jamaica. An additional $6,000 was
designated to support our mission partner on La Gonéve
Island, helping address growing food insecurity and hunger
resulting from the influx of refugees from the mainland
following the storm. We are grateful for the congregation’s
compassion and continued commitment to serving our
neighbors in need.

INQUIRY CLASS

The Evangelism Committee invites you to join our next
Membership Inquiry Class on Saturday, January 24 from 9-11
a.m. Please contact the church office at (843) 722-8882 for
more information.
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JOUNG ADULT
WHITE ELEPHANT GIFT EXCHANGE

DECEMBER 21 « 5§ -7 P.M.

Please bring a wrapped Christmas gift or

ornament ($25 or under) for a gift exchange

and feel free to bring an appetizer or
dessert to share if you would like!
Hosted by
The Rev. Dr. Holton & Martha Ann Siegling
1578 Fiddlers March Drive
Mt. Pleasant, SC

Please RSVP by following the QR Code.

You may also RSVP by calling the church office at

«

843-722-8882 or
by emailing Martha Ann Siegling

sieglingfamilyeaol.com

JANUARY 24, 2026
8:30 A.M. - 1 P.M.
MOLLY WIER HALL

FINDING HIDDEN TREASURES IN YOUR LIFE”
GUEST SPEAKER - JOANNE ELLISON

PLEASE RSVP BY FOLLOWING THE QR CODE
COST - $40 PER PERSON
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LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE

There are so many reasons this season is filled with complicated emotions around broken relationships,
unemployment, health issues, rejection, death of a loved one, or something else. These reasons may leave us feeling
alone in the midst of everyone else’s celebration and joy. We need to take time to acknowledge the sadness and
hardships of life. We are never alone even though we may feel that way. It is fitting that the darkest night of the year
is just before the celebration of God’s true light entering the world. Emmanuel comes to meet us where we are, even
if that seems like a low and joyless place.

The Longest Night Service will be Wednesday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m. in Lilly Chapel. Please join us and bring
a neighbor or friend. There will be a no-charge light supper served at 6:00 prior to the service.

1) View the 2025 Catalog Here

<

God's Gift Shop

I needed clothes, and you clothed me...

Matthew 25:35
Our younger shoppers (and the young at heart) are especially welcome today in Molly Wier Hall for

Print the Order Form Here

<«

“Animal Crackers and Fair-Trade Chocolates.” More inexpensive gifts oriented toward children =
include: $3 from Hands of Christ for a child’s new underwear and socks; $5 to Medical Benevolence Foundatlon for
a child’s visit to a doctor, and a $1 gift to Thornwell provides a child the gift of an ice cream cone. The Market is open
to accept orders from adult and children’s catalogs in Molly Wier Hall after worship and during each Wednesday
Night Supper through Dec. 21st. Completed order forms may also be left in the church office. Cash and check
payments are accepted. Credit and debit cards may be used at the Giving tab (under God’s Gift Shop) at

www.first-scots.org.

FIRST SCOTS PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN ADMISSIONS

The Admissions process for First (Scots) Kindergarten & Preschool for the 2026-2027 school year will be held during
the month of January. In accordance with our Admission policies, the school offers existing students an opportunity
to enroll first. We then offer active church members and siblings of existing students an opportunity to enroll (provided
spaces are available) prior to opening it to families in the community. For church members to receive this priority
status, they must have been active for the previous 12 months, attended worship regularly and supported First (Scots)
Presbyterian Church financially through a recorded pledge or contribution.

Please call Jenn Cromwell, Kindergarten Director, at 843-722-8882 or email her at fspckindergarten@first-scots.org if
you are interested in receiving more information. Tours are also available by appointment. Applications can be found
in the reception area on the 2nd floor of the church.

* Christmas Sanctuary Decorations

Honor or remember a loved one by donating to the sanctuary Christmas decoration.

The cost is $29/flower, payable through E-giving, cash, or check, which can be delivered to
the church office. Please be sure to write "Christmas Decorations" in the memo line.

Given by:

In memory of:

In honor of:

Forms and payments are due by Monday, December 15






Isaiah 40:1-8

ADVENT

Comfort, Comfort You My People 3

PSALM 42 87.87.7.7.88
Johannes Olearius, 1671
Trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863; alt. Genevan Psalter, 1551
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1. Com-fort, com - fort you my peo-ple, Tell
2. For the her - ald’s voice is call - ing
3. Make you straight what long was crook-ed,

In
Make the rough - er plac - es plain;
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Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness
Bid - ding us to make re-pent-ance
Let yourhearts be true and hum-ble, As

Bowed be-neath op - pres-sion’s load.
Since the king-dom now is here.

be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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Speak you to Je - ru-sa-lem
O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
For the glo - 1y of the Lord

L
b L
D —
)]

Of

the peace that waits for them;

Now pre-pare for God a way;
Now o’erearth is shed a-broad;
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Tell them that their sins I cov - er,
Let the val-leys rise in meet-ing

And all flesh shall see the to - ken

And their war-fare now is o - ver.

And the
That God’s word is nev-er bro - ken.

|

hills bow down in greet-ing.
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What Child Is This 53

GREENSLEEVES  8.7.8.7 with refrain X
English ballad, 16th century

William Chatterton Dix, c. 1871 Arr. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871
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1. What Child is this,who, laid to rest, On Ma - ry’s lap is sleep-ing?
2. Why lies He in such mean es-tate Where ox andass are feed-ing?
3. So bring Him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; Come, one and all, to own Him.

I
Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet While shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here The si - lent Word is plead - ing.
The King of kings sal-va-tion brings;Let lov - ing hearts en-throne Him.
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This, this is Christ the King, Whom shep-herds guard and an - gels sing;
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Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Ma - ry!
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This tune can be sung in the original mode by sharping all C’s in the soprano and alto parts.
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Isaiah 61:1-2 £

Arise, Your Light Is Come!

CHURCH: MISSION

411

FESTAL SONG  SM
Ruth Duck, 1974 William H. Walter, 1894
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1. A - rise, your light is  come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;
2. A - rise, your light is  come! Fling wide the pris-on  door;
3. A - rise, your light is  come! All you in sor-row born,
4. A - rise, your light is come! The moun-tains burst in  song!
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Show forth the glo-ry of your God, Which shines on you to - day.
Pro - claim the cap-tives’ lib - er - ty, Good ti - dings to the poor.
Bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones And com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing; God’s power will make us strong.
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Text: © 1981 Ruth Duck. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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