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FIRST (SCOTS) SERMONS 

“THE HOLY SPIRIT SENDS” 

Scripture Lesson: Acts 2: 22-41 

This sermon was preached by The Rev. Dr. L. Holton Siegling, Jr. on Sunday, June 8, 2025 

at First (Scots) Presbyterian Church in Charleston, South Carolina. 

 
Acts 2: 22 -41 

 

22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth,  a man attested to you by God with deeds 

of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know —  23 this man, 

handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 

hands of those outside the law.  24 But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, 

because it was impossible for him to be held in its power.  25 For David says concerning him,  

‘I saw the Lord always before me,  

for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;  

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;  

moreover, my flesh will live in hope.  

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades  

or let your Holy One experience corruption.  

28 You have made known to me the ways of life;  

you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’  

29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and 

his tomb is with us to this day.  30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him 

that he would put one of his descendants on his throne.  31 Foreseeing this, David  spoke of the resurrection 

of the Messiah, saying, 

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,  

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’  

32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.  33 Being therefore exalted at  the right hand 

of God and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you see 

and hear. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,  

‘The Lord said to my Lord,  

“Sit at my right hand, 

35 until I make your enemies your footstool.” ’  

36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and 

Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  

The First Converts  

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what should we do?”  38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name 

of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39 For the 

promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
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him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 

corrupt generation.”  41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three 

thousand persons were added.  

 

The Holy Spirit Sends  

 

Leader: The word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Peter jokingly referred to this morning as a “preach -off,” which is what our Parramore preacher, Tony 

Campolo, once said about any occasion when you have multiple pastors bringing a message. Indeed, it was 

the same gospel message that was preached at the t ime of Pentecost, and it was the Spirit that gave them the 

ability to hear it, each in their own language. I hope this morning will continue to be an opportunity for us to 

hear— each with our own ears —what God may be saying to us through the reading and pro clamation of his 

Word. We now turn to Acts 2:22–41. Listen to the Word of God. 

“You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 

deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know —this man, 

handed over to you according to the definit e plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the 

hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible 

for him to be held in its power. 

“For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will 

not be shaken; therefore, my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. For 

you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let your Holy One experience corruption. You have made known to 

me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’  

“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried, 

and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him 

that he would put one of his descendants on  his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of 

the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ This Jesus God 

raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. 

“Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God and  having received from the Father the promise of 

the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear. For David did not ascend into the heavens, 

but he himself says, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 

Therefore, let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 

this Jesus whom you crucified.”  

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, an d you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise 

is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And 

he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselve s from this corrupt 

generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 

were added. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

Alright, five minutes. What a morning that must have been. Nine a.m., and already the Holy Spirit had 

spoken with a voice that transcended the barriers of language. The Holy Spirit had also built up the community 

of faith, using the words of Peter to awake n human souls to the very heart of God. Of course, this is what the 

Holy Spirit had always done, but the Day of Pentecost was different.  

Whereas the Holy Spirit’s work of regeneration and sanctification had always been present in the lives of 

God’s people, the gift of the Spirit to do specific work in God’s name had often been reserved for a select few. 

The Old Testament prophets were anoin ted to prophesy, and kings — like Saul—were anointed to rule. When 

Scripture tells us that God’s Spirit was taken from Saul, we do not assume the Spirit’s witness to his soul was 

removed, but rather that the particular manifestation enabling faithful kingshi p was withdrawn.  

In our Old Testament reading this morning, Jason read of a moment when a young man reported to 

Moses that two men in the camp —men upon whom the Spirit had rested —were not acting as expected. 

Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the L ord’s people were prophets, that the Lord 

would put his Spirit on them.” What Moses wondered about is exactly what the prophet Joel would later 

proclaim. 

Joel’s prophecy provides the foundation for our Call to Worship: that one day the Spirit would be poured 

out on all flesh. That is what we see happening on Pentecost. The miraculous expressions of the Spirit that day 

served to establish the church and spre ad the gospel. While we do not experience the same manifestations 

today, we have the same Holy Spirit, who continues to speak, build, and send.  

The Spirit moves like wind —slipping under doors, into the crevices of the human heart — interrupting 

our thoughts and redirecting our lives together. This wind is not chaotic. Just as God’s Spirit brought order out 

of chaos at creation, the Spirit at Penteco st brought people to life and brought the church to life.  

John Calvin called the Holy Spirit the “secret energy of God by which we come to enjoy Christ and all his 

benefits.” One of those benefits is that the Spirit rests upon all of us—sons and daughters, young and old, men 

and women —moving us from the safety of  upper rooms into the ordinary spaces of daily life.  

When the people sensed this movement of the Spirit and heard of forgiveness through Christ, they 

asked, “What should we do?” Peter answered, “Repent, and be baptized.” And they did. In that act, they moved 

from being a gathering of people to becoming a vis ible expression of the kingdom of God.  

The same Spirit that hovered over the waters of creation now rushed through the early church, 

compelling them into the streets to proclaim the truth about God and God’s Son. To live and move and have 

our being in God means being stirred from complacency, e mpowered for service, and devoted to Scripture, 

fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer.  

And thanks be to God, this does not require Jerusalem. It happens here — in this holy city — in 

boardrooms and backrooms, nurseries and retirement communities. In all times and places, the Holy Spirit is 

alive and at work, speaking, building, and sending, movi ng our feet just as surely as it moves our spirits.  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 


