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FIRST (SCOTS) SERMONS 

“BUILT ON WITNESS, BOUND TO CHRIST” 

Scripture Lesson: Hebrews 12: 1-2 

This sermon was preached by The Rev. Dr. L. Holton Siegling, Jr. on Sunday, September 7, 2025 

at First (Scots) Presbyterian Church in Charleston, South Carolina. 

 
Hebrews 12: 1 -2 

 

The Example of Jesus  

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 

clings so closely,  and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,  2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer and 

perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has 

taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.  

 

Built on Witness, Bound to Christ  

 

Leader: The word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

If you were here last Sunday, then you saw the children during the “Time with Children” participate in a relay. They 

ran back and forth down the center aisle, carrying not a baton —or a baton , as Pastor Peter calls it—but rather a small 

copy of the Bible, the Good News. If you have ever seen a traditional relay race, you know how it works: an athlete runs 

one leg of the race and then passes the baton to the next runner. That moment of transiti on—the handoff — can be 

nerve-wracking. The baton itself is only about a foot long and weighs just a few ounces, but that exchange can make or 

break the entire race. 

When I ran track in high school, I was part of a 4x100 relay team, and we practiced our handoffs over and over 

again. In that moment of transition, both runners must work together and move together. The one passing the baton 

cannot stop too soon, and the o ne receiving it cannot hesitate, not if the goal is to win the race.  

In our New Testament lesson this morning, the image of running a race is used as a metaphor for the Christian life. 

In Hebrews 12, we are told that we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. It is as if there are cosmic bleachers all 

around us, filled with the saints who ran before us. We can imagine them celebrating the journey, cheering us on, and 

urging us not to falter as we do our part to pass along the truth of the Gospel, just as they did when it was their race to 

run. 

To be sure, we do this in a variety of ways. Consider our annual Kirkin’ O’ the Tartan service, which is coming up 

this year on the first Sunday in November. On that day, as we gather to worship God, the pipes will play and we will lift 

our tartans high. O nce again, we will be reminded that we are part of something much bigger than ourselves. Symbols 

like those associated with a Scottish Heritage Sunday are not merely about our past; they are living reminders that we 

belong to a communion of saints that str etches across the centuries. 

On this Sunday —Rally Day, as we call it —and as we kick off our fall worship schedule and ministries, this image 

from Hebrews reminds us that we do not run alone. Hebrews 11, sometimes called the “Hall of Faith,” names Abel, Enoch, 

Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Moses, Rahab, and countless unnamed saints, all of whom lived by faith, often enduring suffering 

and trusting God even when they could not see the end of the race.  
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I think of the saints of First (Scots) who, in more recent memory, had their faith literally shaken by the Charleston 

earthquake of 1886. Though the Richter scale did not yet exist, estimates suggest it would have measured between 6.9 

and 7.3. Lives were l ost, homes were destroyed, and this sanctuary was nearly lost. For a time, the building was 

uninhabitable, and our ancestors did not know whether it could be preserved. That moment is just one chapter in nearly 

three hundred years of God’s faithfulness to His church at 53 Meeting Street. 

It may be hard to imagine, but the year 2031 will mark our 300th anniversary. To help prepare, the Session has 

appointed Dr. Scott Evans to chair our 300th Committee. Those first twelve families who formed this congregation did 

not envision the sanctuary w e enjoy today; they followed Christ with conviction, building this place as we continue to 

build it now —sometimes with bricks and mortar, but more often with prayer, covenantal promises, Sunday school 

lessons, choir anthems, mission trips, and shared meals . While these acts may never appear in history books, they have 

shaped us profoundly.  

Whenever we sing For All the Saints , we celebrate that cloud of witnesses. Its lyrics echo Hebrews’ teaching that 

there is a mystical communion between us and those who ran before us. John Calvin once wrote, “We are not our own; 

let us therefore forget ourselves and all that is ours. We are God’s; let us therefore live for Him and die for Him.” In other 

words, we do not run for ourselves. We run for the One who claimed us, and in doing so, we run with the saints.  

That raises the question: who is in our cloud? Perhaps it was a grandparent, a teacher, or a friend who showed us 

what perseverance looks like. Whoever it was, their legacy is part of the race we now run. Yet Hebrews also urges us to 

lay aside every weight  and the sin that clings so closely. Just as runners do not carry baggage, we are called to set aside 

whatever burdens us spiritually —regret, resentment, fear, guilt, or the unwillingness to forgive —because these things 

only slow us down.  

Jesus invites us to place those burdens upon Him, because He alone is strong enough to carry them. The Gospel 

assures us that Jesus not only calls us to run; He frees us to run. This race is not about perfection. We will drop the baton 

from time to time. It is about perseverance, about continuing to run with trust and faithfulness.  

In the weeks ahead, our Stewardship Committee will return to Hebrews 12, emphasizing how our giving — of 

ourselves and our resources — is one of the ways we actively run this race. Stewardship, Rally Day, and every day in the 

life of a follower of Jesus are no t about clinging to possessions or traditions as though they define us. They are about 

carrying forward what truly matters: the truth of God in Jesus Christ and the witness of Christ’s Church.  

Still, this race is ultimately about God, not us. Hebrews reminds us that we run “the race set before us.” We do not 

choose the course, nor do we drop out when it becomes difficult. The saints who came before us have placed the baton 

in our hands, and we are called to pass it on—to our children, our neighbors, and those yet to come.  

Here at First (Scots), our baton looks like worship and teaching, service and mission, care for neighbors near and 

far, and openness to whatever else God has in store. That is why Hebrews calls us to fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 

and perfecter of our faith. He ran the race first, endured the cross, and crossed the finish line in victory. Because Jesus 

finished the race, we are able to keep running.  

Friends, we honor the invisible cloud of witnesses best when we live as the visible cloud of witnesses today. Let 

us lay aside the weights that hold us back, run with joy the race set before us, and pass the baton well. Above all, let us 

keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the one who runs with us and strengthens us to the end.  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  


